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Statutory Document No.  2022/0332 

c 
Fisheries Act 2012 

SEA FISHERIES (REQUIREMENTS) (INSHORE VESSEL 

MONITORING SYSTEMS) REGULATIONS 2022i  

Laid before Tynwald: 21 February 2023 

Coming into Operation: 1 April 2023 

The Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture makes the following 

Regulations under section 36 of the Fisheries Act 2012, having — 

(a) consulted in accordance with section 83(2) and (5)(a) of the Act; and 

(b) satisfied itself as required under section 83(5)(b) of that Act. 

1 Title 

These Regulations are the Sea Fisheries (Requirements) (Inshore Vessel 

Monitoring Systems) Regulations 2022. 

2 Commencement 

These Regulations come into operation on 1 April 2023.1 

3 Interpretation 

In these Regulations — 

“British licensing authority” means — 

(a) the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, a 

department of the Northern Ireland Executive; 

(b) the Marine Management Organisation, a body established by 

section 1 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (of Parliament); 

(c) the States of Jersey; 

(d) the States of Guernsey; 

(e) the Scottish Government; or 

                                                      
1 Section 83(3) of the Fisheries Act 2012 specifies that regulations shall be laid before Tynwald as 

soon as practicable after they are made, and if Tynwald at the sitting at which they are laid or at 

the next following sitting resolves that they shall be annulled, the regulations shall cease to have 

effect. 
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(f) the Welsh Ministers; 

“British sea fishing licence” means an official document issued by a British 

licensing authority that confers the right to undertake sea fishing from a 

named fishing vessel, in accordance with any condition attached to that 

official document, within the area of the sea that is regulated by the British 

licensing authority that issues that official document; 

“fleet register number” means — 

(a) the Isle of Man fleet register number assigned under section 49 of 

the Merchant Shipping Registration Act 1991; 

(b) the United Kingdom fleet register number assigned to the vessel by 

the Secretary of State as referred to in Article 8 of the Commission 

Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2182; or 

(c) the common fleet register number assigned to the vessel by a 

Member State of the European Union as referred to in Article 8 of 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/218 on the Union 

fishing fleet register3; 

“inshore waters” means the area of sea within the seaward limits of the territorial 

sea of a jurisdiction as defined by the 1982 United Nations Convention on 

the Law of the Sea4; 

“IRCS” means the international radio call sign of the fishing boat; 

“iVMS” means a GPRS-based inshore vessel monitoring system that is approved 

by one or more British licensing authority and which has a unique 

identification number; 

“overall length” has the same meaning as “length overall” in the Merchant 

Shipping (Tonnage) Regulations 19985;  

“person in charge” means the owner, master or charterer, of a fishing boat; 

“relevant British fishing vessel” means a fishing boat of less than 12 metres in 

overall length which is registered — 

(a) as a fishing vessel in the Isle of Man under section 49 (grant or 

refusal of applications for registration of fishing vessels) of the 

Merchant Shipping Registration Act 1991; or 

(b) as a fishing boat (however described) in any part of the United 

Kingdom or the Channel Islands under legislation which has the 

equivalent effect in that part of the British Islands, as the case may 

                                                      
2 EUR 2017/218, as amended by the Common Fisheries Policy (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) 

Regulations 2019 SI 2019/739 as far as they have effect in the United Kingdom.  
3 OJ L 34, 9.2.2017 p.9-17 
4 As extended to the Island by the Territorial Sea Act 1987 and the Territorial Sea Act 1987 (Isle 

of Man) Order 1991 (SI 1991/1722) 
5 SD 513/98 



Sea Fisheries (Requirements) (Inshore Vessel Monitoring 
Systems) Regulations 2022  

 

 

c SD No. 2022/0332 Page 3  

 

be, as section 49 of the Merchant Shipping Registration Act 1991 

has in the Isle of Man, 

and in relation to which there is a valid British sea fishing licence; 

“relevant EU fishing vessel” means a fishing boat of less than 12 meters in overall 

length — 

(a) that is registered in a member state of the European Union as a 

fishing boat (however described) under legislation which has the 

equivalent effect in that member State as section 49 of the Merchant 

Shipping Registration Act 1991 has in the Isle of Man; and 

(b) in relation to which there is a valid EU sea fishing licence; 

“required information” means — 

(a) the unique identification number of the iVMS; 

(b) the most recent geographical position of the fishing boat using 

coordinates of latitude and longitude on the World Geodetic 

System 1984, with a position error of less than 10 meters; 

(c) the date and time expressed in Co-ordinated Universal Time of the 

geographical position of that fishing boat; and 

(d) the speed and course of the fishing boat at the geographical 

position recorded by the iVMS; 

“territorial waters of the Isle of Man” means the territorial waters of the Isle of 

Man that lie within 12 nautical miles of the baselines from which the 

breadth of the territorial sea adjacent to the Isle of Man is measured, but 

not extending beyond a line every point which is equidistant from the 

nearest points for such baselines adjacent to the United Kingdom; 

“UKFMC” means a Fisheries Monitoring Centre based in the United Kingdom 

which receives logbook and VMS data; 

“UK VMS Hub” means the United Kingdom’s secure interface platform which 

collects, stores, manages and makes available all VMS and iVMS data 

centrally for use by relevant UK fisheries authorities;  

“valid British sea fishing licence” means a British sea fishing licence that has not 

expired, been cancelled or is not suspended; 

“valid EU sea fishing licence” means an official document issued by a Member 

State of the European Union that confers the right to undertake sea fishing 

within the area of sea that is regulated by that Member State in accordance 

with any condition attached to that official document that has not expired, 

been cancelled or is not suspended; and 

“valid sea fishing licence” means a sea fishing licence issued by the Department 

of Environment, Food and Agriculture that has not expired, been 

cancelled or is not suspended. 
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4 Application of regulations 

(1) These regulations apply in the territorial waters of the Isle of Man. 

(2) These Regulations apply to — 

(a) relevant British fishing vessels; and 

(b) relevant EU fishing vessels, 

hereinafter referred to as a “fishing boat” when conducting its operations 

as a fishing vessel. 

5 Requirement to have an operational iVMS 

The person in charge of a fishing boat to which these regulations apply must not 

undertake sea fishing operations within the territorial waters of the Isle of Man 

unless it has an iVMS installed that transmits the required information to the UK 

VMS Hub — 

(a) at least once in every 3 minute period; or 

(b) in the case of a relevant British Fishing vessel that is not registered 

in the Isle of Man, at the frequency required by the British licensing 

authority with which the fishing boat is registered if it were 

undertaking sea fishing operations and subject to iVMS 

requirements within the inshore waters of the territory for which 

that British licensing authority has jurisdiction, 

whichever is the least frequent. 

6 Ongoing responsibilities concerning the iVMS 

The person in charge of a fishing boat must use all reasonable endeavours to 

ensure that — 

(a) its iVMS is not capable of being manually overridden; 

(b) its iVMS is not destroyed, damaged, rendered inoperative, or 

otherwise interfered with; 

(c) any antenna connected to its iVMS is not obstructed in any way; 

and 

(d) the power supply connected to its iVMS is not interrupted except 

for the purpose of recharging a removable power pack. 

7 Failure of an iVMS 

(1) If the iVMS installed on a fishing boat becomes incapable of transmitting 

the required information, the person in charge, at the point at which they 

know, or they could reasonably be expected to know that the device had 

stopped transmitting, must — 

(a) notify the Department that the iVMS is incapable of transmitting 

the required information; and 
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(b) report the fishing boat’s position to a UKFMC every 4 hours until 

the vessel returns to port. 

(2) The Department may require the person in charge to cease fishing and 

return to port if the fishing boat’s iVMS is not fully operational. 

(3) A notification or report under paragraph (1)(a) or (b) must include — 

(a) the unique identification number of the iVMS; 

(b) the name of the fishing boat upon which the iVMS is installed; 

(c) the fleet register number or IRCS of the fishing boat; and 

(d) where known by the person in charge — 

(i) the time at which the iVMS stopped transmitting the 

required information; 

(ii) the reason that the iVMS ceased to function correctly; and 

(iii) what element of the required information the relevant iVMS 

is incapable of transmitting. 

8 Transitional arrangement 

(1) These regulations do not have effect in relation to a fishing boat which, 

when these regulations come into operation — 

(a) is authorised under a valid sea fishing licence to carry out sea 

fishing in the territorial waters of the Isle of Man; and 

(b) has an overall length of 6 metres or less. 

(2) The exemption provided in paragraph (1) ceases to have effect if the 

fishing boat is sold, transferred to another person or otherwise 

deregistered. 

9 Revocations 

(1) Regulation 4(1)(a) of the Sea Fisheries (Vessel Monitoring System) 

Regulations 20156 is revoked. 

(2) The Sea Fisheries (Logbook) Regulations 20157 are amended as follows — 

(a) regulation (6)(2) is revoked; 

(b) regulation 7 is revoked; and 

(c) Schedule 3 is revoked. 

                                                      
6 SD 2015/0210 
7 SD 2015/0209 
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ENDNOTES 

Table of Endnote References 

i The format of this legislation has been changed as provided for under section 75 of, 

and paragraph 2 of Schedule 1 to, the Legislation Act 2015.  The changes have been 

approved by the Attorney General after consultation with the Clerk of Tynwald as 

required by section 76 of the Legislation Act 2015. 
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