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ROAD TRAFFIC AND HIGHWAYS (MISCELLANEOUS 

AMENDMENTS) ACT 2012 

Signed in Tynwald: 12 July 2011 

Received Royal Assent: 19 June 2012 

Announced to Tynwald: 19 June 2012 

AN ACT to amend further various enactments connect with road traffic and 

highways; and for connected purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 

consent of the Council and Keys in Tynwald assembled, and by the authority of the 

same, as follows:— 

PART 1 – INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS 

1 Short title 

The short title of this Act is the Road Traffic and Highways (Miscellaneous 

Amendments) Act 2012. 

2 Commencement 

(1) This Act (apart from this section and section 1) comes into operation on 

such day or days as the Department of Infrastructure may by order 

appoint and different days may be appointed for different purposes of 

this Act.1 

(2) An order under subsection (1) may make such transitional and saving 

provisions as the Department of Infrastructure considers necessary or 

expedient. 

PART 2 — AMENDMENT OF ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 1985 

3 Amendment of Road Traffic Act 1985 

The Road Traffic Act 1985 is amended in accordance with this Part. 
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4 Section 1A inserted 

[Inserted section 1A] 

5 Section 2A amended 

[Amended section 2A(1) and (2)] 

6 Sections 2B and 2C inserted 

[Inserted new sections 2B and 2C] 

7 Section 3ZA inserted 

[Inserted new section 3ZA] 

8 Section 3B inserted 

[Inserted new section 3B] 

9 Section 8 amended 

[Amended section 8(2)] 

10 Section 14 amended 

[Amended section 14(5)] 

11 Section 31 substituted 

[Substituted section 31] 

12 Sections 47A to 47D inserted 

[Inserted sections 47A to 47D] 

Editorial Note – The insertion of section 47B(3) by section 12 is not in operation. 

See SD 0523/2012 for details. The full text of section 12 is shown below for 

convenience. 

After section 47 insert — 

“Seizure, retention and disposal, etc of vehicles 

47A Power to seize and immobilize vehicles 

(1) If any of the conditions in subsection (2), (3) or (4) is satisfied a 

constable may, in accordance with vehicles regulations made 

under section 47B and using reasonable force if necessary — 

(a) seize and remove a motor vehicle; and 
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(b) in order to do so, enter any premises (other than a private 

dwelling house) where he or she has reasonable grounds 

for believing the vehicle to be. 

(2) The first condition is that — 

(a) a constable requires, under section 43, a person to produce 

evidence that the motor vehicle is not or was not being 

driven on a road in contravention of paragraph 1(1) of 

Schedule 5 (users of motor vehicles to be insured or 

secured against third-party risks); 

(b) the person fails to produce such evidence in accordance 

with that section; and 

(c) the constable has reasonable grounds for believing that the 

vehicle is or was being driven on a road in contravention of 

that paragraph. 

(3) The second condition is that a constable — 

(a) stops or otherwise comes upon a motor vehicle on a road, 

being a vehicle on which no current vehicle licence is 

exhibited; or 

(b) has reasonable grounds for believing that no such licence 

was exhibited on a motor vehicle when it was on a road, 

and after making such lawful enquiries as he or she considers 

appropriate in the circumstances, has reasonable grounds for 

believing that no such licence has been displayed on that vehicle 

for a period exceeding one month. 

(4) The third condition is that a constable, after making such lawful 

enquiries as he or she considers appropriate in the circumstances, 

has reasonable grounds for believing that a motor vehicle has 

been driven on a road by a person who — 

(a) was disqualified for holding or obtaining a driving licence; 

(b) otherwise held no current driving licence; 

(c) held a provisional licence authorising the person to drive 

the vehicle but was not accompanied by a person currently 

authorised by a full licence to drive it; 

(d) held a full licence authorising the person to drive the 

vehicle subject to the same conditions as if he or she were 

authorised by a provisional licence to do so but was not so 

accompanied; or 

(e) was committing a serious driving offence connected with 

drink or drugs. 

(5) If, for any reason, a constable is unable to remove a motor vehicle 

immediately he or she may — 
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(a) immobilise it while it remains in the road or place in which 

he or she finds it; 

(b) move it from that road or place to another road or place 

and immobilise it in that other road or place; or 

(c) authorise a contractor to do either of the things mentioned 

in paragraph (a) or paragraph (b), 

but the vehicle must be moved to a place of storage within the 

period of 24 hours beginning with the time at which any of the 

conditions in subsections (2) to (4) is first satisfied. 

(6) On any occasion when a vehicle is immobilised in accordance 

with this section, there must also be affixed to the vehicle a 

notice — 

(a) indicating that the vehicle is immobilised and warning that 

no attempt should be made to drive it or otherwise put it in 

motion; and 

(b) giving such other information as may be prescribed. 

(7) If the vehicle has been removed to another place before 

immobilisation a copy of the notice described in subsection (6) 

must be placed at or near the place where the vehicle was found. 

(8) If a vehicle has been immobilised a person must not — 

(a) remove any notice that has been affixed to it under 

subsection (6); 

(b) release or attempt to release it from any immobilisation 

device that has been fixed to it under subsection (5); or 

(c) remove or attempt to remove it from the road or place 

where it was immobilised, 

unless the person is a constable or acting under the direction of a 

constable. 

47B Removal retention, disposal and release etc of seized vehicles 

(1) The Department may by regulations make provision for — 

(a) the removal, retention or storage of motor vehicles seized 

under section 47A; and 

(b) the release, forfeiture or disposal of such motor vehicles in 

accordance with the regulations, including any role a court 

may have in determining a vehicle’s release, forfeiture or 

disposal. 

(2) Regulations under subsection (1) may, in particular, make 

provision about — 
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(a) giving notice of the seizure of a motor vehicle under 

section 47A to prescribed persons; 

(b) enabling any property found in the vehicle to be removed, 

delivered into custody, returned or disposed of in 

accordance with the regulations (including provision as to 

determining entitlement to such property); 

(c) the payment of fees, charges or costs in relation to the 

seizure, immobilisation, removal, storage or disposal of the 

vehicle and any application for its release; 

(d) the destination — 

(i) of any fees, charges or costs payable in accordance 

with the regulations; 

(ii) of the proceeds (if any) arising from the disposal of 

the vehicle and any property found in it; 

(e) where the vehicle has been supplied under any contract of 

lease or hire, including a hire-purchase agreement, and 

despite any term of that contract — 

(i) the vehicle’s release to any party to the contract; 

(ii) enabling any such contract to be nullified or varied 

on release of the vehicle; and 

(iii) without limiting any civil claim, requiring such 

monies to be paid to or by the parties to the contract 

as the court determines in accordance with the 

regulations. 

(3) No claim shall lie to any civil court in respect of the seizure, 

storage, retention, disposal or forfeiture of any motor vehicle or 

property found in it in pursuance or purported pursuance of 

section 47A or regulations made under this section.2 

47C Offences 

(1) A person who contravenes section 47A(8) is guilty of an offence 

and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £1,000. 

(2) A person who intentionally obstructs a constable or a contractor 

in the exercise of his or her functions under section 47A or under 

regulations made under section 47B is guilty of an offence and 

liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £1,000. 

(3) A person who provides evidence that the person knows to be false 

or misleading in a material particular in order to secure the 

release of a vehicle seized under section 47A is guilty of an offence 

and liable — 

(a) on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £5,000; or 
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(b) on conviction on information, to custody for a term not 

exceeding 2 years or to a fine or to both. 

47D Interpretation of sections 47A to 47C 

In sections 47A to 47C — 

“contractor” means a person who has been appointed by the Chief 

Constable to carry out, direct or supervise — 

(a) the immobilisation of motor vehicles, their removal to, 

storage at or release from a place of storage, or their 

destruction; or 

(b) the removal, storage or disposal of property found in 

motor vehicles, 

including a person authorised by a person so appointed and, in 

the case of storage, a person to whom the storage has been sub-

contracted; 

“current”, in relation to a driving licence, means not expired, cancelled, 

revoked or suspended; 

“current”, in relation to a vehicle licence, means not expired or cancelled; 

“disposal” includes sale or destruction; 

“driving licence” means — 

(a) a licence granted under Schedule 3; 

(b) a Community licence as from time to time defined in 

regulations made under that Schedule; 

(c) a Convention driving permit as from time to time defined 

by an order made under section 1 of the Motor Vehicles 

(International Circulation) Act 1955; 

(d) a domestic driving permit as from time to time defined by 

such an order; 

“full licence” means a licence granted under Schedule 3 other than a 

provisional licence; 

“immobilisation device” means any device or appliance designed or 

adapted to be fixed to a vehicle for the purpose of preventing it 

from being driven or otherwise put in motion; 

“immobilise” means immobilise by — 

(a) the seizure of the ignition key or other device by means of 

which access to the vehicle may be gained and by means of 

which the vehicle’s engine may be started; or 

(b) the use of an immobilisation device; 
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“private dwelling house” does not include a garage or other structure 

occupied with the dwelling house or any land appurtenant to the 

dwelling house; 

“provisional licence” has the same meaning as in Schedule 3; 

“serious driving offence connected with drink or drugs” means an 

offence — 

(a) under section 3A (causing death by careless driving under 

the influence of drink or drugs), section 5(1) (driving etc 

under the influence of drink or drugs) or section 5A(1)(a) 

(driving etc with alcohol above the prescribed limit); or 

(b) under section 6(6) (failing to provide a specimen) or section 

7DA (failing to allow laboratory test of specimen of blood), 

where such an offence involves obligatory disqualification; 

“vehicle licence” has the same meaning as in the Licensing and 

Registration of Vehicles Act 1985.» 

13 Section 53 amended 

[Amended section 53] 

14 Section 55 amended 

In section 55 — 

(a) [Substituted subsection (1)] 

(b) [Amended subsection (2)] 

15 Section 63 amended 

(1) Section 63 is amended as follows. 

(2) [Amended subsections (1), (2) and (5)] 

(3) [Amended subsection (2)] 

(4) [Amended subsection (3)] 

(5) [Amended subsection (4)] 

(6) [Amended subsection (5)] 

16 Section 74 amended 

In section 74 — 

(a) [Amended marginal note] 

(b) [Amended subsection (3)(b)] 
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17 Schedule 2 amended 

In paragraph 4 in Part II of Schedule 2 — 

(a) [Amended sub-paragraph (1)] 

(b) [Inserted sub-paragraphs (1A) and (1B)] 

18 Schedule 3 amended 

(1) Part II of Schedule 3 is amended as follows. 

(2) In paragraph 11 — 

(a) [Amended sub-paragraph (1)] 

(b) [Inserted sub-paragraph (1A)] 

(c) [Substituted sub-paragraphs (3) and (3A)] 

(d) [Inserted sub-paragraph (3B)] 

(e) [Amended sub-paragraph (5)] 

(f) [Amended sub-paragraph (5A)(d)] 

(g) [Amended sub-paragraph (7)] 

(3) [Amended paragraph 12(1)] 

(4) [Amended paragraph 23] 

19 Schedule 4 amended 

In Schedule 4 — 

(a) in paragraph 3 — 

(i) [Amended sub-paragraph (1)] 

(ii) [Substituted sub-paragraph (2)] 

(b) in paragraph 4 — 

(i) [Substituted sub-paragraph (1)] 

(ii) [Amended sub-paragraph(2)(a)] 

(iii) [Amended cross-heading] 

(c) [Inserted paragraph 4A] 

(d) in paragraph 5 (duration of registration) — 

(i) [Amended sub-paragraph (1)(a) and sub-paragraph (2)] 

(ii) [Substituted sub-paragraph (4)] 

(e) [Amended paragraph 6(1)(b)] 

(f) [Substituted paragraph 9] 

(g) in paragraph 10 (examinations and tests of ability to give driving 

instruction) — 

(i) [Amended sub-paragraph (1)] 
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(ii) [Substituted sub-paragraph (1)(d)] 

(iii) [Substituted sub-paragraph (2) and inserted sub-paragraph 

(2A)] 

(h) [Repealed paragraphs 17, 18 and 19] 

20 Schedule 5 amended 

[Amended paragraph 12(1)(a) in Part II of Schedule 5] 

21 Schedule 6 amended 

(1) [Amended the Table in Part I of Schedule 6] 

(2) [Amended the table in Part III of Schedule 6] 

(3) [Substituted Part IV of Schedule 6] 

PART 3 — AMENDMENT OF ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION 

ACT 1985 

22 Amendment of Road Traffic Regulation Act 1985 

The Road Traffic Regulation Act 1985 is amended in accordance with this Part. 

23 Sections 2ZA, 2ZB and 2ZC inserted 

[Inserted sections 2ZA, 2ZB and 2ZC] 

24 Section 3 amended 

In section 3 — 

(a) [Amended subsection (1)] 

(b) [Amended subsection (2)] 

(c) [Repealed subsections (3) and (6)] 

(d) [Amended subsection (4)] 

(e) [Amended subsection (5)] 

(f) [Substituted subsection (7)] 

25 Section 3A amended 

In section 3A — 

(a) [Amended subsection (1)] 

(b) [Amended subsections (2), (3), (4) and (9)] 

(c) [Amended subsection (3)(b)] 

(d) [Amended subsection (3)] 
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(e) [Amended subsections (5), (10) and (11)] 

(f) [Amended subsection (6)] 

(g) [Amended subsection (7)] 

(h) [Substituted subsection (8)] 

26 Section 4A amended 

[Amended section 4A] 

27 Section 7 amended 

[Repealed section 7(3)] 

28 Section 15 amended 

[Substituted subsections 15(4) and (5) and inserted subsection (5A)] 

29 Section 17 amended 

[Amended section 17(1)] 

30 Section 24 amended 

[Amended section 24] 

31 Section 28 amended 

In section 28 — 

(a) [Substituted subsection (1)] 

(b) [Amended subsection (2)(b)] 

32 Section 31 amended 

In section 31 — 

(a) [Renumber existing text as subsection (1)] 

(b) [Inserted subsection (2)] 

33 Section 33 substituted 

[Substituted section 33] 

34 Section 39 amended 

[Amended section 39(2)] 
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35 Schedule 1 amended 

[Substituted paragraphs 1 to 3 in Schedule 1] 

36 Schedule 4 amended 

[Amended Schedule 4] 

37 Schedule 5A amended 

[Substituted paragraph 3(3) in Schedule 5A] 

PART 4 — AMENDMENT OF HIGHWAYS ACT 1986 

38 Amendment of Highways Act 1986 

The Highways Act 1986 is amended in accordance with this Part. 

39 Section 7A inserted 

[Inserted new section 7A] 

40 Section 32B inserted 

[Inserted new section 32B] 

41 Section 38 substituted 

[Substituted section 38] 

42 Section 51 amended 

In section 51 — 

(a) [Amended subsections (1) and (2)] 

(b) [Inserted subsections (3) to (6)] 

43 Section 94A amended 

[Substituted section 94A(1)] 

44 Section 109A inserted 

[Inserted new section 109A and cross-heading] 

45 Section 110 amended 

In section 110 — 

(a) [Substituted subsection (1) and inserted subsection (1A)] 
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(b) [Substituted subsection (3)] 

46 Section 115 amended 

In section 115 — 

(a) [Amended subsection (2)(b)] 

(b) [Inserted subsection (2A)] 

47 Section 118 amended 

In section 118 — 

(a) [Amended subsection (2)] 

(b) [Repealed subsection (3)] 

48 Schedule 1A amended 

In Schedule 1A — 

(a) [Repealed paragraphs 4 and 6 and their respective cross headings] 

(b) in paragraph 5 — 

(i) [Amended sub-paragraph (1)] 

(ii) [Repealed sub-paragraphs (2) and (3)] 

(c) in paragraph 7 — 

(i) [Amended sub-paragraph (1)] 

(ii) [Amended sub-paragraph (3)] 

(iii) [Repealed sub-paragraph (4)] 

(d) [Amended paragraph 8] 

49 Schedule 3 amended 

[Amended paragraph 9(1) of Schedule 3] 

50 Schedule 4 amended 

In paragraph 2 of Schedule 4 — 

(a) [Amended sub-paragraph (6)] 

(b) [Amended sub-paragraph (7)] 

(c) [Inserted sub-paragraph (7A)] 

(d) [Amended sub-paragraph (8)] 

(e) [Inserted sub-paragraphs (8A) to (8C)] 

(f) [Inserted sub-paragraph (10)] 
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PART 5 — MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS AND REPEALS 

51 Amendment of Petty Sessions and Summary Jurisdiction Act 1927 

[Amended section 66(4) of the Petty Sessions and Summary Jurisdiction Act 1927] 

52 Amendment of Road Transport Act 2001 

(1) The Road Transport Act 2001 is amended as follows. 

(2) [Substituted section 7(1) and repealed section 7(2)] 

(3) [Substituted section 10(4)] 

(4) [Inserted section 62(4A)] 

(5) In Schedule 1 — 

(a) [Amended paragraph 5] 

(b) [Amended paragraph 13(3)] 

53 Amendment of Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2006 

[Amended section 1(11)(a) of the Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2006] 

54 Repeals 

[Repealed the following provisions— 

(a) the Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 1996, Schedule 2, paragraph 3(2); 

(b) the Road Traffic Act 1999 section 5(2) and 4); 

(c) the Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2006, section 10; 

(d) the Criminal Justice, Police and Courts Act 2007, section 24] 
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ENDNOTES 

Table of Endnote References 

                                                      
1 ADO – [SD0523/2012] Remainder of the Act, apart from section 12, in operation 

1/08/2012, subject to saving provision (see Art 4).  Section 12, apart from insertion of 

section 47B(3), in operation on day when first regulations made under section 47B(1) 

came into operation [SD0523/2012].   Regulations in operation 1/1/2014 [SD331/13] . 
2 Insertion of s 47B(3) not in operation [see SD0523/2012]. 
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