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THE EMERGENCY POWERS ACT 1936 

Received Royal Assent: 28 May 1936 

Passed: 9 June 1936 

Commenced: 9 June 1936 

AN ACT to make exceptional provision for the protection of the community in 

cases of emergency. 

GENERAL NOTES 

1. The maximum fines in this Act are as increased by the Fines Act 1986 and by the 

Criminal Justice (Penalties, Etc.) Act 1993 s 1. 

2. References to hard labour are to be construed in accordance with the Custody 

Act 1995 Sch 3 para 1. 

1 Short title 

This Act may be cited as “The Emergency Powers Act, 1936”. 

2A Meaning of “emergency” 

(1) In this Act “emergency” means — 

(a) an event or situation which threatens serious damage to human 

welfare in the Island or of a part of the Island; 

(b) an event or situation which threatens serious damage to the 

environment of the Island or of a part of the Island; or 

(c) war, or terrorism, which threatens serious damage to the security 

of the Island or a part of the Island. 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)(a) an event or situation threatens 

damage to human welfare only if it involves, causes or may cause — 

(a) loss of human life; 

(b) human illness or injury; 

(c) homelessness; 

(d) damage to property; 

(e) disruption of a supply of money, food, water, energy or fuel; 
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(f) disruption of a system of communication; 

(g) disruption of facilities for transport; or 

(h) disruption of services relating to health. 

(3) For the purposes of subsection (1)(b) an event or situation threatens 

damage to the environment only if it involves, causes or may cause — 

(a) contamination of land, water or air with biological, chemical or 

radio-active matter; or 

(b) disruption or destruction of plant life or animal life. 

(4) The Governor in Council may by order — 

(a) provide that a specified event or situation, or class of event or 

situation, is to be treated as falling, or as not falling, within any of 

paragraphs (a) to (c) of subsection (1); 

(b) amend subsection (2) so as to provide that in so far as an event or 

situation involves or causes disruption of a specified supply, 

system, facility or service — 

(i) it is to be treated as threatening damage to human welfare; 

or 

(ii) it is no longer to be treated as threatening damage to 

human welfare. 

(5) An order under subsection (4) may make consequential amendment of 

this Act. 

(6) An order under subsection (4) shall not come into operation unless it is 

approved by Tynwald. 

(7) The event or situation mentioned in subsection (1) may occur or be inside 

or outside the Island.1 

2 Definitions 

In this Act unless the context otherwise requires the following words and 

expressions shall have the meanings severally assigned to them, that is 

to say: — 

“community” includes a substantial portion of the community;2 

“strike” means the cessation of work by a body of persons employed in any 

trade or industry acting in combination, or a concerted refusal, or a 

refusal under a common understanding of any number of persons who 

are, or have been so employed, to continue to work or to accept 

employment; 

“lock-out” means the closing of a place of employment or the suspension of 

work, or the refusal by an employer to continue to employ any number 

of persons employed by him in consequence of a dispute, done with a 

view to compelling those persons, or to aid another employer in 
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compelling persons employed by him, to accept terms or conditions of or 

affecting employment. 

3 Issue of proclamations of emergency 

(1) If at any time it appears to the Governor in Council that an emergency 

has arisen or is likely to arise, the Governor in Council may by 

proclamation (in this Act referred to as a “proclamation of emergency”), 

declare that a state of emergency exists.3 

(2) No proclamation of emergency shall be in force for more than one month 

without prejudice to the issue of another proclamation at or before the 

end of that period. 

(3) Any proclamation of emergency may be revoked at any time by the 

Governor in Council.4 

(4) Where a proclamation of emergency has been made, a copy thereof shall 

forthwith be sent by prepaid post to each member of Tynwald. 

4 Emergency regulations 

(1) Where a proclamation of emergency has been made, and so long as such 

proclamation is in force, it shall be lawful for the Governor in Council, by 

Order, to make regulations for securing the essentials of life to the 

community and for the protection of the economic position of the 

community, and those regulations may confer on any persons in the 

employ of the public service of the Isle of Man such powers and duties as 

the Governor in Council may deem necessary for the preservation of the 

peace, for securing and regulating the supply and distribution of food, 

water, fuel, light and other necessities for maintaining the means of 

transport, communications and the supply of services and for any other 

purposes essential to the public safety and the life of the community and 

may make such provisions incidental to the powers aforesaid as may 

appear to the Governor in Council to be required for making the exercise 

of those powers effective: 

Provided that no such regulation shall make it an offence for any person 

or persons to take part in a lock-out or strike, or peacefully to persuade 

any other person or persons to take part in a lock-out or strike.5 

(2) Any regulations so made shall be laid before Tynwald within seven days 

after they are made, and shall not continue in force after the expiration of 

seven days from the time when they are so laid unless a resolution is 

passed by Tynwald providing for the continuance thereof with or 

without amendment. 

(3) The regulations may provide for the trial, by a High-Bailiff or other 

person appointed by the Governor in Council for such purpose who shall 

have the powers of a High Bailiff of persons guilty of offences against the 
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regulations; so, however, that the maximum penalty which may be 

inflicted for any offence against any such regulations shall be 

imprisonment with or without hard labour for a term of three months or 

a fine of £5,000, or both such imprisonment and fine, together with the 

forfeiture of any goods or money in respect of which the offence has been 

committed: 

Provided that no such regulation shall alter any existing procedure in 

criminal cases, or confer any right to punish by fine or imprisonment 

without trial.6 

(4) The regulations so made shall have effect as if enacted in this Act, but 

may be added to, altered, or revoked by regulations made in like manner 

and subject to the like provisions as the original regulations. 

(5) The expiry or revocation of any regulations so made shall not be deemed 

to have affected the previous operation thereof, or the validity of any 

action taken thereunder, or any penalty or punishment incurred in 

respect of any contravention or failure to comply therewith, or any 

proceeding or remedy in respect of any such punishment or penalty. 

5 Commencement of Act 

This Act shall come into operation when the Royal Assent thereto has been by 

the Governor announced to Tynwald and a certificate thereof has been signed 

by the Governor and the Speaker of the House of Keys. 
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1 S 2A inserted by Criminal Justice, Police and Courts Act 2007 s 44. 
2 Definition of “community” inserted by Emergency Powers (Amendment) Act 1989 s 

2. 
3 Subs (1) sustituted by Criminal Justice, Police and Courts Act 2007 s 45. 
4 Subs (3) amended by Governor’s General Functions (Transfer) Act 1980 Sch 1. 
5 Subs (1) amended by Governor’s General Functions (Transfer) Act 1980 Sch 1 and by 

Emergency Powers (Amendment) Act 1989 s 1. 
6 Subs (3) amended by Governor’s General Functions (Transfer) Act 1980 Sch 1. 
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