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THE PEDLARS AND STREET TRADERS ACT 1906 

Received Royal Assent: 30 June 1906 

Promulgated: 5 July 1906 

Commenced: 5 July 1906 

AN ACT for granting Certificates to Pedlars and Licences to Street Traders. 

GENERAL NOTE: The maximum fines in this Act are as increased by the Fines Act 

1986 and by the Criminal Justice (Penalties, Etc.) Act 1993 s 1. 

PART I – PRELIMINARY 

1 Short title 

This Act may be cited as “The Pedlars and Street Traders Act, 1906”. 

2 Interpretation of certain terms in this Act 

In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context, the following terms have the 

meanings hereinafter respectively assigned to them (that is to say): — 

“A certificated pedlar” [Repealed]1 

“Pedlar” [Repealed]2 

“Department” means the Department for Enterprise;3 

“Open space” means any open or uncovered place (whether enclosed or not) to 

which there is access from a street designated for the purposes of Part III 

of this Act by an order made by the local authority for the district in 

which it is situated; 

any such order shall be made after consultation with such persons as 

appear to the local authority to be likely to be substantially affected and 

with the consent of the Department, and the local authority shall, as soon 

as is practicable after the date on which the order comes into operation, 

give public notice of the making of any such order — 

(a) in one newspaper published and circulating in the Isle of Man; 

and 
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(b) by means of a printed notice displayed for a period of 7 days in 

each street designated under the order; 

and no such order shall come into operation unless it is approved by 

Tynwald:4 

“Street” means any public road, footway, bridge, lane, square, court, alley, 

thoroughfare, or passage: 

“Street trader” means a person who trades in any street or open space, and 

“street trading” shall be construed accordingly:5 

“local authority” has meaning given in section 3 of the Interpretation Act 1976:6 

“Trade in any street or open space” means to sell, offer, or expose for sale in 

any street or open space any goods or chattels (including, but without 

prejudice to the following provisions of this definition, any food or drink, 

whether for immediate consumption or not), or to offer for sale in any 

street or open space one’s skill in handicraft or any service, including 

that of a shoe-black, but shall not include selling or seeking orders for 

goods, wares, or merchandise to or from persons who are dealers therein 

and who buy to sell again, or any person selling milk, bread, fish (other 

than oysters), coal, coke, butchers” meat, dairy, and uncooked farm and 

garden produce (other than fruit or flowers), or selling, offering, or 

exposing for sale, any goods, wares, or merchandise in any public market 

or fair legally established.7 

3 [Repealed]8 

PART II 

4 to 19 [Repealed]9 

Legal Proceedings 

20 Summary proceedings for offences, etc 

All offences and penalties under this Act, unless otherwise provided for, may be 

prosecuted and recovered before a high-bailiff or two justices of the peace, at 

the suit of any constable. 

Provided as follows: — 

(1) The description of any offence under this Act in the words of such Act, or 

as near thereto as may be, shall be sufficient in law. 

(2) Any exception, exemption, proviso, excuse, or qualification, whether it 

does or not accompany the description of the offence in this Act, may be 

proved by the defendant, but need not be specified or negatived in the 
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information, and if so specified or negatived, no proof in relation to the 

matters so specified or negatived shall be required on the part of the 

informant or prosecutor. 

(3) [Repealed]10 

Miscellaneous 

21 [Repealed]11 

PART III – STREET TRADING 

22 This part of Act applicable to Borough of Douglas and all other local 

authority districts 

The provisions contained in this part of this Act are hereby made applicable to 

the Borough of Douglas and all other local authority districts.12 

23 No person to trade in a street or an open space without a licence 

(1) No person shall trade in a street within the meaning of this Act nor in 

any open space within the meaning of this Act without a licence from the 

local authority authorizing him in that behalf. Any person acting in 

contravention hereof shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 

exceeding £1,000.13 

(2) Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply in respect of — 

(a) trade in any street or open space which is undertaken solely for 

the benefit of any charity within the meaning of section 14 of the 

Charities Act 1962; 

(b) trade in any street or open space which is not of a business or 

commercial character; 

(c) a street trader or class of street trader that is specified in an order 

made by the Department.14 

(3) An order under subsection (2) of this section shall not come into 

operation unless it is approved by Tynwald.15 

24 Issue of licence by local authority 

(1) The local authority may grant a licence to trade in a street or open space 

to any person applying for the same, such licence to continue in force, 

subject to suspension or revocation, until such day as is specified in the 

licence not being a day later than the first day of April following the date 

of issue of the licence. 
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(2) For each licence under this section there shall be paid to the local 

authority which grants the licence such fee as that authority has, after 

consulting the Isle of Man Office of Fair Trading, prescribed by bye-laws 

and different fees may be so prescribed in respect of — 

(a) licences which continue in force for a period exceeding 1 month; 

and 

(b) licences which continue in force for a period not exceeding 1 

month, 

and in prescribing such fees, the local authority shall not exceed an 

amount which, in its opinion, will be sufficient to cover the expenses 

incurred by it in discharging its functions under this Act.16 

(3) A licence under this section may be issued subject to such reasonable 

conditions or limitations as the local authority thinks appropriate and 

any holder of a licence who contravenes or fails to comply with any such 

condition or limitation shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine 

not exceeding £1,000. 

(4) A local authority may suspend or revoke any licence granted by it under 

this section for the misconduct of the licensee. 

(5) Where a local authority — 

(a) refuses to grant a licence under subsection (1); or 

(b) suspends or revokes a licence in accordance with subsection (4), 

it shall forthwith give written notice of its decision, together with its 

reasons, both to the applicant and the Department.17 

24A Review of local authority decisions 

(1) A trader who is aggrieved by a decision of a local authority under 

section 24 to — 

(a) refuse to grant a licence; or 

(b) suspend or revoke a licence, 

may, within 7 days of the date on which the decision was made, apply to 

the Department for a review of the decision. 

(2) An application under subsection (1) shall be in writing and shall set out 

the grounds on which the applicant seeks the review. 

(3) The Department shall complete a review under this section — 

(a) within 14 days of the date on which the local authority made its 

decision; and 

(b) in accordance with such procedures as the Department may by 

order prescribe. 

(4) On the determination of a review under this section the Department may 

confirm, vary or reverse the decision appealed against, but any such 
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variation or reversal shall not affect the previous operation of the 

decision and the local authority shall comply with any direction issued 

by the Department as a result of the Department’s determination. 

(5) An order under this section shall not come into operation unless it is 

approved by Tynwald.18 

25 Register of licences 

(1) A register of licences issued by each local authority shall be kept by such 

local authority at its offices, in which register shall be entered the date of 

issue, the date of expiry and the name and place of residence of the 

person named in the register shall be prima facie evidence of the matters 

stated therein, and that no licences other than those entered in such 

register have been issued.19 

(2) The register of licences shall be a public register and shall be open to 

inspection at any time during the ordinary office hours of the local 

authority.20 

26 Licence not transferable 

A street trader to whom a licence is granted under this Act shall not lend, 

transfer, or assign the same to any other person, and any person who lends, 

transfers, or assigns such licence to any other person shall for each offence be 

liable, on summary conviction, to a penalty not exceeding £1,000. 

27 Penalty for borrowing licence 

No person shall borrow or make use of a street trader’s licence granted to any 

other person, and any person who borrows or makes use of such licence shall 

for each offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding £1,000 in addition to any 

penalty to which such person may be liable for acting without a licence granted 

under the Non-Resident Traders Act 1983.21 

28 Licence to be produced on demand 

A street trader shall at all times on demand produce and show his licence to any 

of the following persons: — 

(1) Any justice; or 

(2) Any constable or officer of police; or 

(3) Any officer of the local authority;22 

(4) [Repealed]23 

and any street trader who refuses on demand to show his licence to, and allow it 

to be read and a copy thereof to be taken by, any of the persons hereby 



Section 29 The Pedlars and Street Traders Act 1906 

 

 

Page 10 AT 1 of 1906 c 

 

authorized to demand it shall for each offence be liable to a penalty not 

exceeding £1,000. 

29 [Repealed]24 

29A Power of entry 

(1) For the purpose of exercising any power conferred by section 28 of this 

Act, the persons specified in that section may enter any open space. 

(2) Any person who intentionally obstructs a person acting in the execution 

of his powers under subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of an 

offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 

£5,000.25 

30 Local authority may make bye-laws 

The local authority may, from time to time, make bye-laws for regulating the 

conduct of street traders and the conditions under which licences may be issued 

and held, and such bye-laws may provide that street-trading shall not take place 

in, or in open spaces adjoining, certain streets or thoroughfares of the district of 

such local authority to be named in the bye-laws, or shall take place in, or in 

open spaces adjoining, such streets or thoroughfares only on such conditions as 

may be prescribed by such bye-laws. 

Any such bye-laws may prescribe the hours during which such street trading 

may be carried on, and may limit and specify the particular class of goods and 

chattels which may be sold, or the trade which may be carried on, under such 

licence.26 

31 Recovery of penalties 

Any penalty under this part of this Act may be recovered summarily at the suit 

of the local authority of the district in which the offence is committed, or by any 

constable, before a high-bailiff or two justices. 

PART IV 

32 to 37 [Repealed]27 
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