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THE TYNWALD PROCEEDINGS ACT 1876 

Received Royal Assent: 28 November 1876 

Passed: 5 July 1877 

Commenced: 5 July 1877 

AN ACT to regulate certain proceedings in the Court of Tynwald. 

GENERAL NOTES 

1. The maximum fines in this Act are as increased by the Fines Act 1986 and by the 

Criminal Justice (Penalties, Etc.) Act 1993 s 1. 

2. See SD352/09 Rules of the High Court of Justice 2009 Sch 15.1 para 2 reproduced 

below: 

“2. In any statutory provision a reference (however expressed) to — 

(a) the superior jurisdiction or summary jurisdiction of the court or of 

the Common Law Division, or 

(b) the court or the Common Law Division exercising superior 

jurisdiction or summary jurisdiction, 

shall be construed as a reference to the Civil Division.” 

1 Short title 

This Act may be cited as “The Tynwald Proceedings Act, 1876”. 

2 Interpretation of terms 

In this Act the following expressions shall, unless repugnant to the context, have 

the meanings hereby assigned to them (that is to say) — 

“Branch” means the Legislative Council or the House of Keys, as the case 

requires;1 

“The Court” means the Court of Tynwald: 

“House” [Repealed]2 
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“The Speaker” means the Speaker of the House of Keys for the time being and 

includes an acting Speaker and the Deputy Speaker when deputising in 

the absence of the Speaker;3 

“Committee” means a committee of the Court, or of either Branch, appointed to 

inquire and report as to any matter, or to whom any Bill may be referred:4 

“Resolution” means any resolution, order, minute, or proceeding of the Court or 

of either Branch, not being an Act of Tynwald:5 

“Private Bill” shall extend to and include any bill for a local or personal Act. 

3 Summons of witnesses, etc 

Witnesses may be summoned to appear before the Court, or either Branch, or a 

committee specially empowered by the Court or either Branch to take evidence; 

and the production to the Court, or either Branch, or a committee, of papers, 

documents, or records receivable or produceable in evidence and pertinent to the 

matter of inquiry may be required as follows (that is to say) — 

(a) in the case of the Court, by order of the President of Tynwald;6 

(b) in the case of the Legislative Council, by order of the President of 

Tynwald;7 

(c) in the case of the House of Keys, by order of the Speaker; and 

(d) in the case of a committee of the Court or either Branch, by order of 

the chairman of the committee.8 

And the attendance of witnesses and the production of papers, documents, or 

records may be enforced in like manner as in the case of witnesses or persons 

summoned to appear personally or to produce documents before a Court of 

Justice.9 

4 Examination of witnesses on oath 

The Court as heretofore, and either Branch, or a committee of the Court or either 

Branch specially empowered to take evidence may examine witnesses on oath, 

and for that purpose may administer an oath to any such witnesses.10 

5 Punishment of contempt 

It shall be lawful for the Court or either Branch to punish by fine or imprisonment, 

or by both, contempts committed in the presence of the Court or House (as the 

case may be) while it is sitting, in the same manner and to the same extent as a 

Court of Justice has power to punish contempts committed in its presence.11 

6 Punishment of libel 

Whosoever shall maliciously publish any libel of and concerning the Tynwald 

Court or either Branch constituting such Court, or of or concerning any member 
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of either with reference to his conduct in the discharge of his duties as such 

member, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and be liable to a fine not exceeding 

£5,000, and to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding six calendar months.12 

6A Matters within the exclusive cognisance of Tynwald Court or the 

Branches 

(1) No court or tribunal (within the meaning of the Tribunals Act 2006) may 

require a person to give evidence, produce a document, or supply 

information, and no person may give evidence, produce a document or 

supply information, if doing so would infringe the exclusive cognisance 

of— 

(a) Tynwald Court; 

(b) the Legislative Council; or 

(c) the House of Keys, 

in respect of the internal procedures of the body concerned. 

(2) Despite subsection (1), Tynwald Court or either Branch may by resolution 

authorise the giving of evidence, production of a document or the supply 

of information falling within subsection (1). 

(3) The relevant Presiding Officer, acting on the advice of the proper officer, 

may give a certificate that giving evidence, producing a document or 

supplying information in respect of a matter, would infringe the relevant 

body’s exclusive cognisance. 

Here — 

(a) “the relevant Presiding Officer” means— 

(i) for Tynwald Court or the Legislative Council, the President 

of Tynwald; and 

(ii) for the Keys, the Speaker; and 

(b) “the proper officer” means — 

(i) for Tynwald Court, the Clerk of Tynwald; 

(ii) for the Council, the Clerk to the Council; and 

(iii) for the Keys, the Secretary to the House of Keys. 

(4) In any proceedings before a court or tribunal— 

(a) a certificate under subsection (3) is conclusive evidence of the 

matters stated in it; and 

(b) a document purporting to be such a certificate or a document 

purporting to be a certified copy of such a certificate, is to be treated 

as the certificate or copy (as the case requires) unless the contrary 

is proved. 

6B Privileges and immunities in connection with proceedings in Tynwald 
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Court or the Branches 

P1688/2/art. 9 

Article 9 of the Bill of Rights 1688 (an Act of Parliament [c. 2]) (which guarantees 

the freedom of speech and debate or proceedings in Parliament, and provides 

that those freedoms ought not to be impeached or questioned in any place outside 

Parliament) applies to Tynwald Court and to the Branches as it applies to the 

Commons House of Parliament. 

7 Prosecutions 

It shall be lawful for the President of Tynwald (in the case of the Tynwald Court 

or the Legislative Council) or the Speaker of the House of Keys (in the case of that 

House), upon receiving information that any such offence has been committed, 

to direct the Attorney-General to institute a prosecution against the alleged 

offender, and it shall be the duty of the Attorney-General to institute such 

prosecution accordingly. The costs of the prosecution shall be borne and paid out 

of the public funds.13 

8 Payment of costs by promoters of private bill 

When either Branch or a committee on a private bill shall decide that the preamble 

is not proved, or shall insert in such bill any provision for the protection of the 

petitioner, or strike out or alter any provision of such bill for the protection of 

such petitioner; and further, if the House shall decide with respect to any or all of 

the petitioners against the bill that such petitioner or petitioners has or have been 

unreasonably or vexatiously subjected to expense in defending his or her rights 

proposed to be interfered with by the bill, such petitioner or petitioners shall be 

entitled to recover from the promoters of such bill his or their costs in relation 

thereto, or such portion thereof as the House may think fit, such costs to be taxed 

as the costs incurred in a superior Court of Justice, or the House may award such 

a sum for costs as they shall think fit, with the consent of the parties affected.14 15 

9 Payment of costs by opponent of a private bill Payment of costs in cases 

of appeal to Court 

When the House or a committee on a private bill shall decide that the preamble 

is proved, and, further, if the House shall decide that the promoters of the bill 

have been vexatiously subjected to expense in the promotion of the bill by the 

opposition of any petitioner or petitioners against the same, then the promoters 

shall be entitled to recover from the petitioners, or such of them as the House 

shall think fit, such portion of their costs of the promotion of the bill as the House 

may think fit, such costs to be taxed as the costs incurred in a superior Court of 

Justice, or such a sum for costs as the House may award, with the consent of the 

parties affected: Provided always, that no landowner who bona fide at his own 

sole risk and charge opposes a bill which proposes to take any portion of his 

property for the purposes of the bill shall be liable to any costs in respect of his 

opposition to such bill.16 
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10 Court may award costs where proceedings of a committee, etc, are 

reviewed by the Court 

In any case where by statute the orders or proceedings of a committee, or of any 

Board, body of persons, or person are liable to be revised, altered, varied, or 

rescinded by the Court, on the application of any person aggrieved or interested, 

the Court shall have power in its discretion to award costs to be paid by or to any 

petitioner in like manner as a superior Court of Justice may order payment of 

costs in a suit; such costs to be taxed as the costs incurred in a superior Court of 

Justice, or such a sum for costs as the Court may award with the consent of the 

parties affected.17 

11 Costs, how recovered 

All costs to be awarded under this Act may be recovered as a debt. 

12 Persons paying costs may recover contribution 

In any case, it shall be lawful for any person from whom the amount of any costs 

payable under this Act has been recovered to recover from the other persons or 

any of them who are liable to the payment of such costs a proportionate part 

thereof, according to the number of persons so liable and according to the extent 

of the liability of such persons. 

13 Deposit on private bills to be liable for costs 

In any case when, in accordance with standing orders of the Court or of either 

Branch, a deposit of money or stock is made, or security is given with respect to 

the application to Tynwald for an Act, the money or stock so deposited, or the 

security so given, shall, in addition to any other claim to which the deposit or 

security may be liable, be a security for the payment by the promoters of the bill 

of all costs (if any) payable by them under this Act; and every person entitled to 

recover any costs so payable shall accordingly have a lien available for the same 

on the money or stock so deposited, or on the security given: Provided that where 

several persons have the lien for an amount exceeding in the aggregate the net 

value of the money or stock, or of the amount of the security given, their 

respective claims shall proportionately abate.18 

14 [Repealed]19 
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ENDNOTES 
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